
General Quotes 
taken by Peter Fritz Walter 

https://blissviews.wordpress.com 

https://blissviews.wordpress.com


General Quotes 

Achieve success, but without vanity; 
Achieve success, but without aggression; 
Achieve success, but without arrogance; 
Achieve success, but without gain; 
Achieve success, but without force. 

—Lao Tzu 

No sin can exceed 
Incitement to envy; 
No calamity’s worse 
Than to be discontented. 

—Lao Tzu 

Let everything be allowed to do what it naturally does, so that its nature will be satisfied. 

—Chuang Tzu 

One’s place is where one can live happily. 

—Kauthilya 

Neither lofty intelligence nor imagination nor both together go into the making of genius. Love, 
love, love, that is the soul of genius. 

—Mozart 

Every child is born a genius. 

—Einstein 

People often fail on the verge of success. 
By giving as much care to the end as to the beginning, 
There will be few failures. 

—Lao Tzu 

Man was born to be rich, 
Or grow rich by use of his faculties, 
By the union of thought with nature. 

—Emerson 

A man is related to all nature.  

—Emerson 

Sensible people get paid for playing – that is the art of life. 

—Alan Watts 

2



General Quotes 
If I repent of anything, it is very likely to be my good behavior. 

—Henry David Thoreau 

When the Great Tao is lost, we have ‘goodness’ and ‘righteousness.’ When ‘wisdom’ and 
‘sagacity’ arise we have great hypocrites. 

—Lao Tzu 

Knowledge has three degrees - opinion, science, illumination. The means or instrument of the 
first is sense; of the second, dialectic; of the third, intuition. 

—Plotinus 

The religious idea of God cannot do full duty for the metaphysical infinity. 

—Alan Watts 

Can it really be said that before the day of our pretentious science, humanity was composed 
solely of imbeciles and the superstitious? 

—R. A. Schwaller de Lubicz 

If all men lead mechanical, unpoetical lives, this is the real nihilism, the real undoing of the 
world. 

—Reginald Blyth 

Thoroughly to know oneself, is above all art, for it is the highest art. 

—Theologia Germanica 

The Tao is near and people seek it far away. 

—Mencius 

To know oneself, one should assert oneself. 

—Albert Camus 

The Tao’s principle is spontaneity. 

—Lao Tzu 

Is not the core of nature in the heart of man? 

—Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

But then if I do not strive, who will? 

—Chuang Tzu 

Don’t listen to friends when the friend inside you says ‘Do this.’ 

—Gandhi 
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General Quotes 
Everywhere I go I find a poet has been there before me. 

—Sigmund Freud 

Everyone has been made for some particular work, and the desire for that work has been put in 
every heart. 

—Rumi 

Look with thine ears. 

—Shakespeare 

The words of truth are always paradoxical. 

—Lao Tzu 

To the mind that is still, the whole universe surrenders. 

—Lieh Tzu 

You wish to see; Listen. Hearing is a step toward vision. 

—St. Bernard 

There is no patriotic art and no patriotic science. 

—Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

The work will teach you how to do it. 

—Estonian Proverb 

Love is love’s reward. 

—John Dryden 

All labor that uplifts humanity has dignity and importance and should be undertaken with 
painstaking excellence. 

—Martin Luther King, Jr. 

A first-rate soup is more creative than a second-rate painting. 

A musician must make his music, an artist must paint, a poet must write if he is to ultimately 
be at peace with himself. 

—Abraham Maslow 

To have great poets, there must be great audiences. 

—Walt Whitman 
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General Quotes 
For man is by nature an artist. 

—Tagore 

The only lasting beauty is the beauty of the heart. 

—Rumi 

Myths are clues to the spiritual potentialities of the human life. 

—Joseph Campbell 

The degradation of the sense of symbol in modern society is one of its many signs of spiritual 
decay. 

—Thomas Merton 

The secret of art is love. 

—Antoine Bourdelle 

Whoever controls the media—the images—controls the culture. 

—Allen Ginsberg 

Be patient toward all that is unresolved in your heart and try to love the questions themselves. 

—Rainer Maria Rilke 

The hero’s will is not that of his ancestors nor of his society, but his own. This will to be oneself 
is heroism. 

—Ortega y Gassett 

Questions are the creative acts of intelligence. 

—Frank Kingdon 

We are what we think. All that we are arises with our thoughts. With our thoughts we make the 
world. 

—Buddha 

You can’t depend on your judgment when your imagination is out of focus. 

—Mark Twain 

The faculty of imagination is both the rudder and the bridle of the senses. 

—Leonardo da Vinci 

All poetic inspiration is but dream interpretation. 

—Hans Sachs 
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General Quotes 
Those who reach greatness on earth reach it through concentration. 

—Upanishads 

There is nothing stronger in the world than gentleness. 

—Han Suyin 

Without love the acquisition of knowledge only increases confusion and leads to self-
destruction. 

— J. Krishnamurti 

Education is not filling a bucket but lighting a fire. 

—William Butler Yeats 

It is only when we realize that life is taking us nowhere that it begins to have meaning. 

—P.D. Ouspensky 

One cannot always be a hero, but one can always be a human. 

—Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

No work of love will flourish out of guilt, fear, or hollowness of heart, just as no valid plans for 
the future can be made by those who have no capacity for living now. 

—Alan Watts 

The Way is not far from man; if we take the Way as something superhuman, beyond man, this 
is not the real Way. 

—Confucius 

It is far more important that one’s life should be perceived than that it should be transformed; 
for no sooner has it been perceived, then it transforms itself of its own accord. 

—Maurice Maeterlinck 

The only lasting security for the individual lies in his or her ability to find or create work. 

We know what we are against, but what are we for? 

It is easier to act your way into a new kind of thinking than to think yourself into a new way 
of acting. 

Anything you can do to break out of routine can be extremely energizing. 

—Laurence G. Boldt 

Whoso would be a man must be a nonconformist. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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General Quotes 
The dreamers are the saviors of the world. 

—James Allen 

A child-like adult is not one whose development is arrested; on the contrary, he is an adult 
who has given himself a chance of continuing to develop long after most people have muffled 
themselves into a cocoon of middle age habit and convention. 

—Aldous Huxley 

Our imaginations have shriveled and our worlds with them. 

—Laurence G. Boldt 

Genius is nothing more or less than childhood recovered by will, a childhood now equipped 
for self-expression with an adult’s capacities. 

—Charles Baudelaire 

The great man is one who does not lose his childlike nature. 

—Mencius 

Youth is a quality, and if you have it, you never lose it. 

—Frank Lloyd Wright 

Those who postpone the hour of living as they ought are like the fool who waits for the river 
to pass before crossing; the river glides, and will forever. 

—Horace 

You can’t have a good idea without having a lot of ideas. 

—Linus Pauling 

Every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you. 

—Walt Whitman 

The duck’s legs are short, but if we try to lengthen them, the duck will feel pain. A crane’s 
legs are long, but if we try to cut off a portion of them, the crane will feel grief. We are not to 
amputate what is by nature long, or to lengthen what is by nature short. 

—Chinese Saying 

How could youth better learn to live than by at once trying the experiment of living?  

—Henry D. Thoreau 

What we learn to do, we learn by doing.  

—Thomas Jefferson 
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General Quotes 
How can we tell children how to live their lives when we so clearly do not know how to live 
our own?  

—John Holt 

You cannot teach a person anything; you can only help him find it within himself. 

—Galileo Galilei 

Self-education is, I firmly believe, the only kind of education there is.  

—Isaac Asimov  

My grandmother wanted me to have an education, so she kept me out of school.  

—Margaret Mead 

Some people talk in their sleep. Lecturers talk while other people sleep.  

—Albert Camus 

I have never let my schooling interfere with my education.  

—Mark Twain 

How I hated this school, and what a life of anxiety I lived there for more than two years. I 
counted the days and the hours to the end of every term, when I should return home from 
this hateful servitude.  

—Winston Churchill 

I’ve taught public school for 26 years but I just can’t do it anymore. For years I asked the 
local school board and superintendent to let me teach a curriculum that doesn’t hurt kids, 
but they had other fish to fry. If you hear of a job where I don’t have to hurt kids to make a 
living, let me know. 

—John Gatto 

I loathed every day and regret every day I spent in school.  

—Woody Allen 

It is nothing short of a miracle that the modern methods of instruction have not yet entirely 
strangled the holy curiosity of inquiry; for this delicate little plant, aside from stimulation, 
stands mainly in need of freedom; without this it goes to wreak and ruin. It is a very grave 
mistake to think that the enjoyment of seeing and searching can be promoted by means of 
coercion and a sense of duty.  

—Albert Einstein 
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General Quotes 
If you turn up forty, drunk, and maudlin at parties talking about how great everything was 
when you were in school, man, you are one sick puppy.  

—Stephen King 

Schools do not give a damn what students think.  

—John Holt 

In the first place, God made idiots. That was for practice. Then he made school boards. 

—Mark Twain 

No one has yet realized the wealth of sympathy, the kindness and generosity hidden in the 
soul of a child. The effort of every true education should be to unlock that treasure. 

—Emma Goldman 

It is because modern education is so seldom inspired by a great hope that it so seldom 
achieves great results. The wish to preserve the past rather than the hope of creating the 
future dominates the minds of those who control the teaching of the young.  

—Bertrand Russell 

The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. The superior teacher demonstrates. 
The great teacher inspires.  

—William Arthur Ward 

The truth is that schools don’t really teach anything except how to obey orders.  

—John Gatto 

We don’t need no education. We don’t need no thought control. Hey teacher, leave the kids 
alone.  

—Pink Floyd 

We are shut up in schools and college recitation rooms for ten or fifteen years, and come out 
at last with a bellyful of words and do not know a thing.  

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Let us think of education as the means of developing our greatest abilities, because in each of 
us there is a private hope and dream which, fulfilled, can be translated into benefit for 
everyone.  

—John F. Kennedy 

There is, on the whole, nothing on earth intended for innocent people so horrible as a school.  

—George Bernard Shaw 
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General Quotes 
In the long run you hit only what you aim at. Therefore, though you should fail immediately, 
you had better aim at something high. 

—Henry David Thoreau 

Hold yourself responsible for a higher standard than anyone else expects of you. Never 
excuse yourself. 

—Henry Ward Beecher 

Always bear in mind that your own resolution to succeed is more important than any other 
one thing. 

—Abraham Lincoln 

Nurture your mind with great thoughts. To believe in the heroic makes heroes. 

—Benjamin Disreali 

A man’s dreams are an index to his greatness. 

—Zador Rabinowitz 

Half the beds in our hospitals are filled with people who worried themselves into them. 

—Dr. Charles H. Mayo (Founder, Mayo Clinic) 

Tell me with whom you go and I’ll tell you what you do. 

Energy is bliss. 

—William Blake 

The power of man’s virtue should not be measured by his special efforts, but by his ordinary 
doings. 

—Blaise Pascal 

There is some soul of goodness in things evil, would men observingly distill it out. 

—Shakespeare 

Meantime, we shall express our darker purposes. 

—Shakespeare, King Lear 

Speak what we feel, not what we ought to say.  

—Shakespeare, King Lear 

The reality is that when you set low goals, they become self-fulfilling prophecies. We declare 
defeat when we believe our own story. 

—Sergio Zyman 
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When natural instinctual energies such as the need for survival, sexuality, and aggression are 
disowned over time, they cycle back into the unconscious and go through a significant 
change. Energy cannot be destroyed; thus, these disowned energies begin to operate 
unconsciously and attract additional energy to themselves. They soon lose their natural 
qualities and become malevolent. 

—Stone & Stone, The Voice Dialogue Manual. 

—The disowning of ‘the seven deadly sins’ results in a particular blend-up of instinctual 
energies in the unconscious that we call demonic energies. They are among the major 
disowned energy patterns, and as a society we pay a particularly heavy price for their 
negation. 

—Stone & Stone, The Voice Dialogue Manual. 

The intuitive mind is a sacred gift and the rational mind is a faithful servant. We have created 
a society that honors the servant and has forgotten the gift. 

—Albert Einstein 

You can never solve a problem on the level on which it was created. 

—Albert Einstein 

Creativity is a type of learning process where the teacher and pupil are located in the same 
individual. 

—Arthur Koestler 

There is nothing in a caterpillar that tells you it’s going to be a butterfly. 

—Buckminster Fuller 

When I am working on a problem I never think about beauty. I only think about how to 
solve the problem. But when I have finished, if the solution is not beautiful, I know it is 
wrong. 

—Buckminster Fuller 

With their game of making money with money, the money-makers and their economists 
continue to exploit the general political and religious world’s assumptions that a fundamental 
inadequacy of human life support exists around our planet. 

—Buckminster Fuller 

It is the tension between creativity and skepticism that has produced the stunning and 
unexpected findings of science. 

—Carl Sagan 
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General Quotes 

It is better to have enough ideas for some of them to be wrong, than to be always right by 
having no ideas at all. 

—Edward de Bono 

Creativity is the sudden cessation of stupidity. 

—Edwin Land 

Creativity requires the courage to let go of certainties. 

—Erich Fromm 

Conditions for creativity are to be puzzled; to concentrate; to accept conflict and tension; to 
be born everyday; to feel a sense of self.  

—Erich Fromm 

Happiness is not in the mere possession of money; it lies in the joy of achievement, in the 
thrill of creative effort. 

—Franklin D. Roosevelt 

The world is but a canvas to the imagination. 

—Henry David Thoreau 

The best way to have a good idea is to have lots of ideas. 

—Linus Pauling 

The things we fear most in organizations—fluctuations, disturbances, imbalances—are the 
primary sources of creativity. 

—Margaret J. Wheatley 

You need chaos in your soul to give birth to a dancing star. 

—Friedrich Nietzsche 

There’s a fine line between genius and insanity. I have erased this line. 

—Oscar Levant 

All children are artists. The problem is how to remain an artist once he grows up. 

—Pablo Picasso 
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General Quotes 
A painter told me that nobody could draw a tree without in some sort becoming a tree; or 
draw a child by studying the outlines of its form merely . . . but by watching for a time his 
motions and plays, the painter enters into his nature and can then draw him at every 
attitude . . . 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Creativity arises out of the tension between spontaneity and limitations, the latter (like the 
river banks) forcing the spontaneity into the various forms which are essential to the work of 
art or poem. 

—Rollo May 

A successful work of art is not one which resolves contradictions in a spurious harmony, but 
one which expresses the idea of harmony negatively by embodying the contradictions, pure 
and uncompromised, in its innermost structure. 

—Theodore Adorno 

An invasion of armies can be resisted, but not an idea whose time has come. 

—Victor Hugo 

Odd how the creative power at once brings the whole universe to order. 

—Virginia Woolf 

Marx, Darwin and Freud are the three most crashing bores of the Western World. Simplistic 
popularization of their ideas has thrust our world into a mental straitjacket from which we 
can only escape by the most anarchic violence. 

—William Golding 

Genius means little more than the faculty of perceiving in an unhabitual way. 

—William James 

In war, truth is the first casualty. 

—Aeschylus 

It is a profitable thing, if one is wise, to seem foolish. 

—Aeschylus 

My toughest fight was with my first wife. 

—Muhammad Ali 

There are more pleasant things to do than beat up people. 

—Muhammad Ali
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